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i hereby certify that this correspondence 
and a] I marked attachments are being 
deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as tlrst-class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 2327, 
Arlington, VA/ 22202, on 




(Date) 



Rose M. ITiiessen, Reg. No. 40,202 



RESPQNSH TO RHSTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



United Slates Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 2327 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sir: 

In an Office Action, mailed on October 21, 2002, the Examiner imposed a Restriction 
Requirement. In connection therewith, the Examiner asserted that the application contained claims 
directed to the following patentably distinct species of the claimed invention: a one step etching 
process employing a plasma which is comprised of a mixture of an oxygen containing gas and an 
inert gas (Claims 9-15); a one step etching process employing a plasma which is comprised of a 
mixture of a fluorine containing gas, an inert gas, and essentially no oxygen containing gas (Claims 
1-8); and a two step etching process w^hich first employs a plasma which is comprised of a mixture 
of a fluorine containing as, an inert gas, and essentially no oxygen containing gas, which is 
followed by using a plasma which is comprised of an oxygen containing gas and an inert gas 
(Claim 16). Applicants hereby elect the species comprising a one step etching process employing a 
plasma which is comprised of a mixture of an oxygen containing gas and an inert gas (Claims 9- 
15). 

-1- 



Appl. No. : 09/530,069 

Filed : July 3, 2000 

The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned attorney if it is desirable to discuss any 
issues raised in this Response. 

Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 




Dated: ; ' : - ^ By: : 

Rose M. Thiessen 
Registration No. 40,202 
Attorney of Record 
Customer No. 20,995 
(619) 235-8550 
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